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SUBJECT: Versailles Condo-Hotel

The purpose of this Letter to Commission is to inform you of the City’s action with regard to
the Versailles Condominium Hotel, 3425 Collins Avenue. As you are aware, our Fire
Department responded to a two-alarm fire yesterday afternoon at this location. The fire was
quickly brought under control and all residents were evacuated safely. The fire was
contained to one unit on the sixth floor (unit 602), and there was only one minor injury
reported (smoke inhalation; treated on-site).

Because of safety concerns resulting from water intrusion in the building that affected the
electrical system, particularly from the sixth floor down to the lobby, it was necessary to de-
energize and vacate the building. As a result, the American Red Cross was contacted and
provided relocation assistance to those residents who did not make arrangements for
alternative accommodations |ast night.

This morning, Building officials met with the building's electrical engineer of record, and
along with Fire Department staff, visited the site. In response to continued concerns
regarding safety, the building has been posted unsafe and a violation has been issued
(copies attached). The building will remain closed until the electrical engineer and electrical
contractor inspect the building and provide a damage assessment report to determine the
repairs necessary to restore the electricalflife-safety system to normal operating conditions.
Our Building Department has also requested the electrical engineer to explore the possibility
of having the floors above the sixth opened for occupancy if the electrical/life-safety systems
can be safely put back into operation. The building — or parts of it — will not be open until ali
necessary repairs are completed, inspected, tested, and approved.

it should be noted that the building is private property, and it is up to the condominium
association, acting as the property owner, to take the actions necessary to re-occupy the
building. Assuming the association moves expeditiously, it may be possible for a partial
reopening in the next few weeks. The Building Department will expedite any necessary
permits related to the repairs needed to re-occupy the building. The American Red Cross
has agreed to provide assistance with accommodations until Monday. Staff from our
Neighborhood Services Department, Community Services Division, is on site providing
assistance to the American Red Cross.

As you may recall, the Versailles Condo-Hotel Association agreed to a voluntary evacuation
for two weeks last year to address life-safety building code violations, as an alternative to a
mandatory evacuation. Life-safety improvements were made, allowing the building to be re-
occupied. It is important to note that improvements that were required by the City last year
appear to have resulted in the containment of the fire yesterday, minimizing additional
damage to other units and potential injuries to other residents.
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To ensure that impacted residents are provided with information on the status of repairs to
the building, the City is establishing a telephone “Hotline” number (305.673.7419). In
addition, the City will be working with the American Red Cross to distribute informational
flyers to impacted residents, advising them of this number and urging them to begin making
necessary arrangements for alternate accommodations.

We will continue to keep you informed on the status of repairs to the building. Please feel
free to call me should you have any questions or require additional information.

Attachment

Cc: Tim Hemstreet
Hilda M. Fermandez
Tom Velazquez
Sonia Machen
Vivian Guzman







CITY OF MIAMI BEACH

CITY HALL 1700 CONVENTION CENTER DRIVE  MIAM! BEACH, PLORIDA 33138

Buliding Departmant Telsphone {306) TI-7610
Facsimite (305) §73-T057

STOP WORK ORDER / NOTICE OF VIOLATION

- Vialgten Owriert

VERSAILLES HOTEL CORDO VERSAILLES HOTEL CONDO

3425 COLLING AV 2435 COLLINS AV

MIAMIBEACH FL. MIAML BEACH FL

Casq Information:

Case No:  BV0S000017 . Date Inspected: O7/122008
Sub-Typet UNSAFE Faes (If applicable):  $0.00
Property Address: 3425 COLEINS AV
Proximity/Unly: 3425 COLLINS AVE-COMMON AREAS Permity:
Days to Comply: 18

You maust take the nacassary action(s) 16 correst oF elitwingte the violation(s) and contact the Inspector listed below.

If you de. oot comply within 19 day(§} From receipt of thia notice, the City of Miami Beach Bullding Department will file
chargae and prest thib ease before e goveming agency taving jurisdiction. If you intend to pull & permit in response to
this vietation, a copy of the viclation ndtice must e supplied to the Building Department. Any fines or fees incurred from
this vipiation hat reenain outstanding will result in a Tient being placed on the property.

Received By:
ADRIAN AVALOS ,
SENVOR BUIEDING INSPECTOR Signature:
305-473-T810 Printed Name:
VIOLATION(S)
Utt:

MIAMIBADE COUNTY, CHAPTER 8, SECTION 8-5.« UNSAFE STRUCTURES () PHYSICAL
CRITEREA, (1} A BUILDING SHALL BE DEEMED A FIRE HAZARD AND/OR UNSAFE WHEN: (ill) THE
BUILDING CONDITION CREATES HAZARDS WITH RESPRCT TO MEANS OF EGRESS AND FIRE
PROTECTION AS FROVIDED HEREIN FOR THE PARTICULAR OCCUPANCY,

FIRE AT 802 UNIT, WATER DAMAGE FROM 6TH FLOOR TO LOSBY, ELECTRICAL SYSTEM WET,
SUBMIT AN ELECTRICAL ENGINEER REFORT TO ASSES DAMAGE TO ELECTRICAL / LIFE
SAFETY S8YSTEM AND METHODS OF REPAIRS.

SUBMIT STRUCTURAL REPCRT FOR THE DAMAGE OF STRUCTURE AND METHODS OF
REPAIRS

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT THIS VIOULATION GASE WILEL NOT BE CLOSED UNTIL SUCH TIME
THAT ALL BUILDING PERMITS REQUIRED TO CORRECT THE VIOLATION(S) NOTED HAVE BEEN
OBTAINED AND FINAL INSPECTION APPROVAL(S) HAVE BEEN GRANTED BY THE CITY OF
MIAMI BEACH.
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