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TO: Mayor Matti Herrera Bower and Members of the City Commission
FROM:  Jorge M. Gonzalez, City Manager por JHE

DATE: June 12, 2012

SUBJECT: Filming in Miami Beach

As you may know, last weekend the premiere of New Line Cinema’s “Rock of Ages” was
held on Miami Beach. This full length feature film was partially shot in our City, and features
such stars as Tom Cruise, Alec Baldwin, Catherine Zeta-Jones and Russell Brand.

In addition to this production, our community recently hosted a great number of significant
productions, including the feature “Step Up Revolution” premiering in July; major television
series “Burn Notice” for USA, “Charlie’s Angels” for ABC, and “The Finder” for Fox, as well

as numerous telenovelas for Telemundo and other Spanish language television and reality

shows for Bravo and many other networks. Paramount Pictures has recently completed work

on the feature film “Pain and Gain,” starring Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson, Mark Wahlberg

and Ed Harris, and directed by Miami Beach resident Michael Bay (“Transformers”). In
September, Disney/Marvel will film several weeks for the third sequel to the action franchise
“Iron Man.”

As you may know, this past April, cable Television network Starz debuted their new eight-
episode fictional series, titled “Magic City,” which is a period drama setin 1959 Miami Beach.

The series is written and created by Miami beach native Mitch Glazer (“Scrooged,” “The
Recruit”), stars Jeffrey Dean Morgan (“Grey’s Anatomy”) and is produced by Emmy-winner
Dwayne Schattuck (“Mad Men”).

This production chose to film in South Florida, not only because the setting takes place here

and we have the greatest preserved collection of MiMo and Art Deco architecture required to

create the illusion of the period, but also because of the state film incentive and heavy

recruitment by a select few, including Miami Beach’s Tourism and Cultural Development

Department.

Attached is a recent segment on NBC Nightly News highlighting film productions in South
Florida, as well as copies of a recent article about the film production industry in Florida.
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It is amazing that Starz CEO Chris Albrecht is spending $108
million to shoot the first two seasons of Magic City in Miami because until recently, Florida film and
TV production looked as washed up as the unfortunate homicide victim who spoiled Kurylenko's
morning.

In 2009, production tax incentives in the state sank from a high of $25 million to $5 million, and
producers and Florida crews fled for more tax-friendly neighboring states. "We had to get to this
crisis mode to convince our legislators to do something unprecedented,” says Winick, who also is
past president of the lobbying group Film Florida.

But production creates jobs, so in 2011, Florida raised tax incentives to $242 million, and on March
29, Gov. Rick Scott signed a bill for an additional $42 million.

TV REVIEW: Magic City

The Hollywood production trade magazine P3 recently ranked the state the third-best place to shoot
in the U.S., behind Louisiana and Illinois, saying, "The heat is definitely on in Florida."

"We didn't even make the P3 top 20 for the last couple of years,” says Winick.

But producers are rushing to cash in on Florida's new 20 percent tax credit (raised to 25 percent
during hurricane season). Michael Bay recently began directing Pain and Gain, a $25 million dark-
comic action drama with Mark Wahlberg, based on a true tale of gym-rat extortionists. Steven
Soderbergh shot Channing Tatum's Tampa stripper comedy Magic Mike in October.

Most notably, Miami and environs recently played host to the $80 million, Los Angeles-set musical
Rock of Ages, starring Tom Cruise as an Axl Rose-ish rock singer circa 1987. "It's the biggest movie
we've ever had since Miami Vice," says Florida film commissioner Shari Kerrigan.

Florida production revenue increased from $761 million in 2010 to $981 million in 2011. In Miami-
Dade County alone, production is up 70 percent since 2010, to about $275 million.

Notes Rock of Ages producer Garrett Grant: "They said, 'If you guys are crazy enough to come
down here during hurricane season, we'll give you 5 percent extra in tax incentives.' We said, 'OK." "

PHOTOS: 10 Movie Milestones of Portland

Although it has been a half-decade since a big hurricane hit, Hurricane Irene narrowly missed
clobbering Florida in August, requiring Magic City to put up iron hurricane shutters for the giant
panes of vulnerable glass on its hotel set and prepare to evacuate crew to 65 inland hotel rooms.

"The hurricane stayed offshore, so we got lucky," says Ages’ Grant, who is glad he and director Adam
Shankman spurned the other locations they considered, from North Carolina to Sydney. "We had a
very difficult time getting to our approved greenlight number. Thanks to the incentives, we hit it.”

This kind of cooperation is why Starz's Albrecht, revered for developing game-changing dramas like
The Sopranos at HBO, is willing to risk $6 million an episode on Magic City. The show's creator-
writer, Mitch Glazer, says it was smart to shoot in Miami, where midcentury modern (MiMo)
buildings still stand thanks to the historic-preservation movement propelled by Miami Vice's success.

"South Beach has probably the largest collection of pre-1959 architecture in the world,” says Glazer,
who thinks his show could do for MiMo what Miami Vice did for Art Deco. His goal is a vivid sense of
place. "Chris' great successes were all based in the place where they happened: Sopranos, The Wire,
Entourage. Sex and the City had to be shot in New York. For Magic City, when you see Stevie Evans
[Steven Strait] driving his T-Bird along Lincoln Creek, there wouldn't have been all those 1920s
mansions behind him if we'd shot in L.A. All we had to do on Collins Avenue was CG-remove a few

light poles.” To shoot a period Miami drama in Los Angeles would be more CG-intensive.

And expensive. "It would either look cheap, or you're going to spend an enormous amount of
money," says Matt Nix, creator of the USA Network hit Burn Notice, whose dramedy series kicked off
a new wave of production in Florida when it filmed its pilot in 2007. "And now Miami has more
bench strength in crews. It's important because you can eat up the incentive savings quickly by
having to fly in your own guys." Nix, now filming his sixth season, says he'll have no problem meeting
Florida's new law upping its requirement for hiring local crew from 50 percent to 60 percent.

There is a growing spirit of film-friendliness in Florida, even among some who once notoriously
blocked production. In 1982, Cuban-Americans protesting Al Pacino's gangster character in Scarface
forced the film from Miami to L.A. On April 13, Scarface will be the focus of a Miami Latino pride
event, Hispanicize 2012, and giant Miami-based Spanish-la network Tel do employs 400
people making telenovelas.

http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/hollywood-filming-florida-magic-city-308784 04/10/2012
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' Magic City Brings Mad Men Era Mob
Drama to STARZ e

BY TOM AUSTIN
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FEATURED VIDED

Elettra Wiedemann
Cover shoot: April 2012 issue of Ocean Drive magazine.

ON OLGA KURYLENKO: Light georgette pleated dress, Gucci ($5,100). Bal Harbour
Shops, 9700 Collins Ave., 305-868-6504. Fluorite, peridot, citrine, and crystal stone
earrings, Iradj Moini (price on request). Ametrine gold ring, Carelle ($3,306). ON JEFFREY
DEAN MORGAN: Single-breasted suit, Hugo Boss (895). Aventura Mall, 19501 Biscayne
Bivd., 305-792-6099. Slim-fit shirt, Thomas Pink ($185). Bal Harbour Shops, 9700 Collins
Ave., 305-864-0666. Calfskin leather belt, Brooks Brothers ($98). Bal Harbour Shops,
305-865-8686

. Miami's Next Top Chefs

. Slideshow: Blk Water Launch

. Gabrielle Union Changes the Game
. Slideshow: Shot On Site: Miami

. Miami's Most Influential Couples

L L I

Walking through the set of Magic City, the new STARZ network drama set in 1958 Miami debuting April 6, is like
taking a stroll through a terminally glamorous slice of local history. Midcentury Miami Beach was the aesthetic
forerunner of Las Vegas, where heavy hitters wore white dinner jackets and escorted mink-draped showgirls to
Frank Sinatra’s midnight show, when the underworld met the elite, and high and low mixed with a certain glossy
style. The 340,000-square-foot production studio, built near the Miami International Airport, provides a skinny-
dip into that 1950s fantasyland, centered around the fictional Miramar Playa Hotel, which serves as the show’s |
equivalent of the Fontainebleau and Eden Roc hotels, both designed by the late Morris Lapidus. The
Fontainebleau, in particular, was the epicenter of the Miami Beach elite and Mafia society, both using the ornate
lobby as glorified catwalks to flaunt their prominence and clout. The portico of the Magic City set is made for the
arrival of big-finned, gas-guzzling pink Cadillacs, and the lobby has another over-the-top prop, a massive
chandelier that used to hang in the Eden Roc.

Magic City was created by Mitch Glazer, a hometown boy who went to Miami Beach Senior High School with
Mickey Rourke, Roy Firestone, and Desmond Child. Glazer—also responsible for writing Scrooged, starring Bill
Murray, and The Recruit, with Colin Farrell—grew up on Miami Beach’s Hibiscus Island. His father was an
electrical engineer who worked for Lapidus, Ben Novack, and then the owner of the Fontainebleaun. For Glazer,
who hasn’t lived in Miami since high school, Magic City provided a chance to bring back the time of his youth:
“The set of the Miramar Playa is a composite of all my fantasies, all the hotels my dad worked on,” he says.
“Miami Beach was a small town then. My grandfather used to play the balalaika with his friends, other Russian

http://oceandrive.com/personalities/articles/magic-city-is—-miamis-new-mad-men-era-mob-drama Page 1 of 3
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Starz series '"Magic City' uses 2012 tricks to show us 1959
Miami

Starz series aims to recapture golden age of Art Deco glitz with classic cars and clothes, but how
did designers pull it off in 2012?
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This red-and-white 1957 Chevrolet Corvette with the actor Steven Strait is owned by Deerfield Beach resident Mike & T
Kukla who leased the car to "Magic City.” "It's fun knowing that my car is a part of it,”" said Kukla, a sales executive . E'_'fﬁ J 15,636
who bought the car in 1896 and restored it. "It's nice to see it being used the way it's being used.” (Greg Williams,
STARZ / March 29, 2012)
By Johnny Diaz, Sun Sentinel LATEST ENTERTAINMENT VIDEOS

' March 31, 2012
Related “

The Miramar Playa is the most glamorous Miami Beach hotel that
never existed.

. The fictional palace is one of the stars of the new Starz cable drama
"Magic City," which is set in 1959 and revolves around hotelier lke

" Evans as he balances family life and ties to the mob with a
backdrop of gamblers, entertainers and Fidel Castro taking over
Cuba. Think: The Sopranos South Beach.

Photos: The look of 'Magic City'

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/entertainment/fl-magic-city-1959-miami-20120331,0,2912265.story Page 1 of 3
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To recapture the look and feel of a swanky 1950s beach hotel, Starz had to literally build one.

"We had a hard time finding a space that would allow [us] to build this column-free unobstructed lobby," said
Karen Bailey, vice president of original programming at Starz. "It became apparent that we needed to recreate
something authentic to the style and have that grandiose new car smell. We ended up building the majority of the
Miramar Playa."

Starting last year, crews spent 18 weeks planning and constructing the hotel's interiors on two soundstages at the
Bertram Yacht headquarters along the Miami River. The stages house the hotel's grand lobby and concierge desk
with faux terrazzo and marble floors under 40-foot ceilings.

Details such as 1959 telephones at the check-in counter and black-and-white autographed photos of Dick Clark
and Liz Taylor help fill the scenery.

The Miramar Playa was inspired by the real designs of Morris Lapidus, the famed architect behind the
Fontainebleau, Deauville and Eden Roc hotels.

"It's a complete original piece but it's in that same architectural vocabulary," said Carlos Barbosa, the show's
production designer who visited those hotels to design the Miramar Playa. "It has that air of the Fontainebleau. It
has that air of the Deauville or the Eden Roc, but it's not exactly like any of them."

Of course, viewers will be hardpressed to find the actual building on Collins Avenue. The exterior shots of the
towering, curved 13-story story hotel were virtual creations.

“It's a 3D model that we created on the computer,” Barbosa said.

For the pool scenes, they used the bottom floor of the Deauville, while the rest of the Miramar Playa's floors were
digitally stacked on top.

"It's an homage," Bailey said. "You can see stylistically that it's reminiscent of the bigger and fancier hotels."
The cars were real, though, and populate the scenes as much as the characters.

"We used hundreds"” of cars, said Bailey, noting they found the vehicles within 100 miles of Miami Beach through
collectors, car clubs and private owners. In early episodes, a 1959 convertible Mercedes-Benz and a 1959
Chevrolet Corvette are parked in the circular driveway of the hotel lobby. Another scene shows a 1950s mustard-
yellow Dodge school bus for "Dade County Public Schools" picking up a character's child.

The special effects

Robert Thompson, a TV professor at Syracuse University, said the challenge for the show's production designers
and film crews was capturing 1959 Miami without any reminders of 2012 Miami. That meant having to digitally
alter the aerial views and exterior shots to wipe out the newer skyscrapers and contemporary signs.

"Miami Yice' had the advantage that it was contemporary. It was taking place in the same Miami they were
shooting it," said Thompson, of the 1980s Miami-based police drama that starred Don Johnson.

Bailey said editors had to digitally erase modem ships and buoys in the sweeping aerial shots of the ocean. In
scenes set in the waterfront-estate of mobster Ben "The Butcher" Diamond, crews had to digitally blot out the
modem high-rises in the background along the Intracoastal. Hotels on Ocean Drive built post-1959 were also
erased in post-production.
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