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LTC # 340-2009 LETTER TO COMMISSION

To: Mayor Matti Herrera Bower and Members of the City Commission
FROM.  Jorge M. Gonzalez, City Managers. -

DATE: December 4, 2009

SUBIECT: North Shore Historic District listed on the National Register of Historic Places

The purpose of this LTC is to inform the Mayor and City Commission that the North Shore
Historic District was officially listed in the National Register of Historic Places on November 18,
2009. This district generally encompasses the area from Harding Avenue and Ocean Termrace to
the Tatum Waterway, and from 73rd Street to 87th Terrace at the City’s northern limit (see
attached map and summary description). The Normandy Isles Historic District was listed on the
National Register last year on November 12, 2008. This makes the City of Miami Beach, an
island that's merely 7 square miles, the home of 3 historic districts listed on the National Register
of Historic Places.

The National Register recognition of North Beach architecture is a tremendous opportunity to
build community pride, to generate cultural tourism, and to stimulate investment in rehabilitation
through the use of financial incentives. The Planning Department is coordinating with various
community groups and City departments to create public awareness through media coverage,
events, tours, exhibits and a website. The press has been invited to a presentation to announce
the news at the Historic Preservation Board meeting on Dec. 8, 2009 at 9:00 AM.

Analysis

The National Register of Histaric Places is an official national listing of buildings and places that
are worthy of recognition and preservation because of their contribution to the history of the
Nation, the State, or the local community. The benefits of listing on the National Register are as
follows:

* The national and statewide honor and recognition that National Register listing will bring
to North Beach for its special brand of “Miami Modemn". also known as "MiMo"
architecture.

= Contributing buildings in the district are eligible for financial incentives for preservation of
historic buildings including the Federal 20% Investment Tax Credit, charitable
contributions for historic preservation easements and the Miami-Dade County Historic
Preservation Property Tax Abatement.

+ Listing may make a property exempt from certain Federal Emergency Management Act
(FEMA) requirements and eligible for some American disabilities Act (ADA) and Florida
Building Code adjustments.

* Projects involving federal or state funding, permitting, licensing or assistance and that
may result in damage or loss of the historic value of a National Register property are






